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The prime meridian is the 
imaginary line that divides 
Earth into two equal parts: 

the Eastern Hemisphere and 
the Western Hemisphere. 
The prime meridian is also 
used as the basis for the 
world's time zones. The 
prime meridian appears on 

Time zones 

It takes 24 hours for the Earth to rotate once on its axis. We split the globe into time 
zones using imaginary lines called meridians. They run from the North Pole to the 
South Pole, crossing lines of latitude. There are 24 time zones.  

 


