
Elm Wood Science Overview 2023-24 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Understanding 

the World 
 

Know Me to Teach Me 
(using senses to explore 

natural materials) 

Celebrations 
(talk about what we can 

see) 

People Who Help Us 

(explore different materials 

and talk about differences) 

Once Upon a Time Our Wonderful World 

(key features of a life 

cycle) 

Our Wonderful World 
(how to care for living 
things and the natural 

world) 

Reception 
Understanding 

the World 

Know Me to Teach Me 
(Different materials & life 

cycles of animals) 

Celebrations 
(Seasons & weather 

changes) 

People Who Help Us 

(Making observations about 

how things change) 

Once Upon a Time Our Wonderful World 

(observations and drawing plants & animals, seasons & 
changing states of matter) 

Year 1 Animals including humans: 
About Me 

 

Animals including humans: 
About Animals 

 
 
 

Uses of Everyday Materials 
 
 
 

Exploring Everyday 
Materials 

 
 

Seasonal Changes 
 

Introduction to Plants 
 

Year 2 
 

Animals including humans: 
growth 

 

Animals including humans: 
life cycles 

 
 

 Living things and their 
habitats 

 
 

Uses of everyday 

materials 

 

Plants 
 
 

 Living things and their 

habitats around the 

world 

 
 

Year 3 Rocks 
 
 

 Light  Forces and magnets  Plants  Scientific enquiry  Animals including 
humans 

Year 4 Food and digestion 
 

Sound   Living things and their 
habitats 

 

Living things and their 
habitats (conservation) 

 

 States of matter 
 

Electricity 
 

Year 5 Forces  Properties of materials 

 

Changes of materials 
 

Animals, including 

humans 
 

Earth and space Living things and their 
habitats 

Year 6 Light 
 

 
 

Electricity 
 
 
 

 Living Things & Their 
Habitats 

 Blood and 
Transportation 

 

 Heart and Health Evolution & Inheritance 
 
 

 

 

 


